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SKYE
CLOUD ISLAND

�

The drama and atmosphere of the ‘Cloud Island’  
captured by the lens of Morten Hansen.

W hen Danish-born photographer Morten Hansen 
turned his camera towards his adopted home of 
Scotland’s Isle of Skye, his aim was to capture the 

island in its most natural beauty. Rather than seeking to dodge 
the weather – weather that helped form and sculpt the landscape 
– he instead chose to make it as much a part of his project as the 
scenery. As a result, the billowing clouds that led to the early 
Viking visitors naming this jagged outpost of Britain Skýey 
or Skuyö – Isle of Cloud in Norse – are as much a star of this 
photographic collection as the rugged peaks cloaked in them. 
The images are saturated in atmosphere and prove perhaps  
once and for all that, when it comes to the beauty of the Skye 
mountains at least, there really is no such thing as bad weather.

Here Morten explains the stories behind some of the most 
evocative images from his book Skye – Cloud Island and what  
it is that makes these places special.

The Inaccessible Pinnacle
“Probably the best-loved summit of mountain guides on Skye, and the one 
Munro which actually requires climbing. An iconic peak, it is technically easy but 
boasts some fearsome exposure. I went up specifically for this picture, and this 
was one of the few occasions where the weather did as expected. It was a very 
dark scramble home in the dark after this, but definitely worth it.”
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The Quiraing
“Getting up early for sunrise is one of the inherent disadvantages of being a photographer in Scotland.  
This is why most of my sunrise pictures are taken during winter. The other advantage of winter is the  
lack of distracting elements, such as cars. Unfortunately, one appeared from behind a rock, just as  
I pressed the shutter for a long exposure. I grumbled a bit, but grew to really like the light trails.”

Fairy Pools
“The infamous Fairy Pools act as a 

magnet for most visitors to Skye. 
Little wonder, as straight from 

the car park you’re surrounded by 
stunning mountains and several 

waterfalls. It’s just terrifically 
photogenic. Catch the pools  
off-season during a rainfall 

and it gives the waterproofed 
photographer everything 

you could want from Skye. 
Occasionally even some solitude.”

View from  
Clach Ghlas
“The nearly forgotten ridge, taking 
a massive detour up Bla Bheinn 
over the ‘Matterhorn of Skye’, Clach 
Ghlas. It’s a scramble which just 
keeps going on, over some fantastic 
terrain. The views are, of course, 
extraordinary in all directions. This 
image is looking towards the main 
Cuillin Ridge – by far my favourite 
way of getting up Bla Bheinn.”

Am Basteir
“Sometimes you just have to realise that the conditions you hoped for won’t materialise. At the top of the magnificent  
Sgurr nan Gillean, there was a not-so-magnificent view of nothing. Disappointed, I started descending. Suddenly,  
the sun managed to break through, giving the most spectacular view of Am Basteir I’ve ever seen. The camera  
was quickly fished out of the bag, and I started bashing the shutter button excitedly. Autofocus saved the day.”

Morten Schmidt Hansen was 
born in Horsens, Denmark. He 
studied at Stirling University in 
Scotland and, after graduating 
in 2002, decided to stay. Having 
enjoyed Skye since visiting as 
a child, Morten moved there in 
2011 and began exploring and 
photographing his new home.
Skye – Cloud Island (£25) is 
the culmination of six years of 
mountaineering and photography 
and is divided into three 
chapters: Sea, Land and Sky. This 
beautifully presented hardback 
book can be purchased from 
skirinishpublishing.com
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